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Google’s Mobilegeddon
Is Upon Us (And Here’s What
You're Going To Do About It)

One of Google’'s most anticipated
updates is rolling out, and the big
“G" has been very clear that the focus
will be on the mobile experience.
Specifically, Google says that how
“mobile friendly” a site is will now
factor into where that site will rank
when relevant keywords are searched.

YouTube Cheat Sheet
for Local Business

More and more local businesses are
using YouTube as a way to advertise
their products and services, and are
having great success in doing so. If
you're ready to expand your brand
visibility on YouTube, we've come up
with a cheat sheet to help you avoid
common mistakes, and get more
exposure faster!

How Social Media Impacts
Your Search Rankings

We all know that SEO is the main
tactic used to achieve good rankings
in search engines, but it isn't the
only way. More local businesses are
using social media to leverage their
advertising costs and it's boosting
their SEO rankings in the process!

Leveraging Twitter
for Your Business

Social media is one of the best ways
to promote your local business. The
likes of Twitter has been the backbone
of many local service and product
providers, but only those who have
used their account strategically. So
let's explore how leveraging your
Twitter account can boost your sales.

Welcome To The
Prosperous Partner

Thanks for checking out our 11" issue of The
Prosperous Partner, your online marketing
resource guide for small business. Each
month we will be covering topics that
resonate with local businesses just like yours.

Our goal is simple. We want to enable
you to do big things online, and it all starts by
breaking down the complexities of marketing
your business online.

It doesn’t matter if you're are just starting out,
or an established business owner in your local
community, you can always benefit from
increasing your brand’s visibility online.

To your Success,

Eddie Hill
Grand Master Prosperite

Prosperous Internet Marketing Inc., based in
Northwest Florida, is one of the leading small
business marketing services in North America,
and has been for over five years. We help small
businesses connect with more customers online.

If you want to build your business, you need to
market, it's that simple. But you can lose
thousands of dollars if you don’t know what you
are doing. So we urge you to take action with
some of the strategies we recommend.

For a more “hands off” approach, we offer
affordable solutions and can deliver results. We
hope you enjoy this issue and feel free to reach
out to us anytime.
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When was the last tlme you used-Google to look something

up, yesterday? Today? Fiveminttes’ago?




Google is the powerhouse in the online search
world, and it works hard to keep its search en-
gine the best at what it does. Most of this work
goes on behind the scenes, as programmers
hammer away at their keyboards to give Google
users the best search experience possible. Ev-
ery year or two, however, Google announces an
all-at-once major overhaul to how it will decide
where asite ranks in its search results.

In just a few days - on April 21%, to be exact -
one of these big updates is coming your way, and

KEEP
CALM
GO
MOBILE

“Why the big change?
What does it mean for me?”

Google knows that more people than ever use
their phones to look things up now. Estimates
show that between 30-70% of all relevant
searches from your target market are now con-
ducted on a mobile device. This number is even
higher when dealing in products that service an
immediate need and are relatively inexpensive,
like food and household necessities. Google’s
update, then, is their way of making sure us-
ers are able to easily navigate results, no matter

Google has been very clear that the focus will be
on the mobile experience. Specifically, Google
says that how “mobile friendly” a site is will
now factor into where that site will rank when
relevant keywords are searched. In a statement
released back in February foreshadowing the
update, Google wrote, “Starting April 21, we
will be expanding our use of mobile-friendliness
as a ranking signal... This change will affect mo-
bile searches in all languages worldwide and
will have a significant impact in our search re-
sults.”

how they’re searching.

The impact of the updated, named “Mobile-ged-
don,” will vary from business to business, but it
is likely to affect everyone at some point; even if
you're in an industry with low mobile traffic now,
the trends from year-to-year are clear, and mo-
bile searches will become important to your busi-
ness sooner rather than later.

In simple terms: If your website isn’'t setup to be
mobile-friendly, your search engine rankings, and
therefore your traffic from potential customers,
will be negatively affected.




{ Google Developers

Mobile Guide Get Started Documentation v

Mobile-Friendly Test g

This test will analyze a URL and report if the page has a mobile-friendly design

Learn more about the mobile-friendly criteria and how it may affect Google's search results by reading our blog post

“How Can I Make Sure
My Site Is Mobile Friendly?”

Google’s Mobile-Friendly Test: Google knows that
such a shakeup of their search results has the
potential to mess with the wellbeing of business
owners, so they haven't left you completely out in
the cold. They've created a mobile-friendly test
here: www.google.com/webmasters/tools/mo-
bile-friendly/ where you can get a ‘mobile report
card’ on your own website simply by typing in its
address.

You'll also get to see a preview of how your site
looks on a mobile screen.

If your site looks good to Google, you'll get con-
gratulated. If not, they’ll provide you with some
suggestions to bring things up to par.

l Take the “Footsteps Test”: .
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Put yourself into your customers’ shoes and walk
through your mobile experience as they would.
Google has proven that they're good at ranking
sites based on user experience, and they reward
websites who make this experience better.

Visit your company’s website on your own phone
and try to conduct the various tasks your cus-
tomers carry out. Are buttons big enough? Is text
readable without zooming in to an extreme de-
gree?

Rather than use their mobile sites as a fully func-
tional tool, unfortunately, many businesses opt to
approach mobile as a small, dumbed down ver-
sion of their actual site - this can be extremely
frustrating for your users! Make sure you can do
the same things on your mobile site that you can
do on the desktop version. All along the way, ask
yourself: “If | were a customer right now, would |
be satisfied, or frustrated? Would | use this com-
pany again based onwhat | was able to accomplish
purely on mobile, or would | look elsewhere?”

I Separation:

If you don’t have the technical know-how your-
self, ask your web designer about setting up your
website to be responsive. So that images, text,
and other elements change their size and behav-
ior based upon the width of a screen and/or the
device someone is visiting your site on.

.



In other cases, you can host a completely differ-
ent version of your site that is presented when a
mobile device visits your URL (these are usually
hosted as subdomains and look like “m.website.
com” or something similar). With this setup, mo-
bile users will see a completely different version
of your site formatted just for them!

I Give Them The Choice:

Regardless of how your mobile site is setup, the
diversity of phone types means that someone
out there is probably going to visit your site and
have it behave differently than you intended.
When this happens, there is nothing more frus-
trating than being trapped in the mobile version
of a site that doesn’t work. Give users the option
of switching to the desktop version of a site even
if they are on a mobile device; this is often times
presented via a “switch” type button or link near
the bottom of the website that says something
like “View Desktop Version.” Sure, you want us-
ers to experience your (now wonderfully opti-
mized!) mobile site, but when that doesn’t work
out they’ll certainly appreciate the ability to still
accomplish what they came for.

/. ///////{/

I Content Considerations:

Lastly, having solid website content will likely
continue to be a major ranking factor in Google’s
eyes, so try and be clever about how your con-
tent is displayed on mobile. For example, it’s not
farfetched that you might achieve better mobile
rankings in time by doing things like...

e Adjusting font sizes so that they are easier
toread or better fill a phone screen.

e Placing certain content that may be more
relevant to mobile users higher up on your
page. An example of this might be a take-
out restaurant moving its menu further
down the page in favor of at-a-glance in-
formation mobile users might be scanning
for like hours of operation, phone number,
minimum order amount for delivery, etc.

In any event, it’s a safe bet that thinking of your
customers first, now as an army of mobile us-
ers, will always be seen as favorable in Google’s
eyes. It’s likely that this update is just the begin-
ning, and future changes will reward ongoing and
responsive changes to better accommodate the
mobile lenses through which users experience
your website.



YOUTUBE CHEAT SHEET
FOR LOCAL BUSINESS
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The ways you can market your business has become a lot more creative over the years, thanks to technology
and the Internet. Overpriced commercials, writing print ads and Internet content are all still useful tools,
but aren’t the only ones you should be paying attention to. More and more local businesses are using
YouTube as a way to advertise their products and services, and are having great success in doing so.
If you're ready to expand your brand visibility on YouTube, we've come up with a cheat sheet to help you
avoid common mistakes, and get more exposure faster!

YOU NEED TOP
RANKINGS IN GOOGLE

Google, the #1 search engine, now owns YouTube,
which is why now you see videos popping up in
its organic search results. By properly tagging
your videos and using keywords that help it to
get found is important. Since there aren’t a lot of
videos showing up in Google when you search for
services, like “discrimination lawyer New York City”
or “pizza delivery Miami’, this means that there is a
major opportunity for your business videos to get
exposure in organic search results.

Make sure to optimize your videos with those
targeted keywords. Avoid manipulating your search

results with fake channel subscribers, thumbs up
votes and comments. You want to generate these
naturally by producing video content that is high
quality and authentic. CreateaYouTube channeland
publish them there or on a channel that aggregates
that has legitimate subscribers.

Here are a couple of ways you can get better
Google rankings for your YouTube channels:

» Make sure your titles have local targeted
keyword phrases. For instance, if you are a
carpet cleaner in New York City, then you
need to make sure that’s somewhere in your
video title. Your title should also have other
words that are relevant to the video as well.

//
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Check to ensure your local targeted
keywords are included in your video
descriptions. Your descriptions on YouTube
are allowed to be between 500-600 words.
As a rule of thumb, you should place the
keyword phrase in the beginning, and
use different variations of the phrase
throughout the rest. Long tail keywords are
great for this purpose.

Upload a transcript of your videos, which
can help to reinforce your videos, since your
videos are likely about your products or
services. Google looks at this, so it will also
help your rankings.

Use playlists to optimize your YouTube
channel.

If you look on YouTube, you'll find most
business channels with one single video.
Most people don't have many ideas for
additional videos, so instead playlists can
be used to leverage your channel. You can
do this by optimizing your playlists with
targeted keyword phrases. Make sure that

»

»

»

the videos you include in those playlists are
relevant to those keywords.

Make sure your video file has keywords. Don't
make the mistake that other local business
owners make, who don't include keyword
phrases in their. . mp4 and .mov video files.
For example, your file name should look
something like this: carpet-cleaner-New-
York-City.mp4. Obviously, this will help to
further reinforce your Google rankings.

Use custom thumbnails for your YouTube
channel.Ifyou're allowed to upload thumbnail
images, choose something that will identify
your brand, rather than something generic.
The standard size for thumbnail images is
1280 x 720. You could use an image of your
logo.This helps to draw attention from visitors
and helps with Google search results.

Share all of your YouTube videos on all of your
social media accounts.You should also embed
your video as much as possible. One way to
do this is to embed the video on your landing
page located on your blog or Web site.




USE CITATIONS TO
LEVERAGE YOUR VIDEO SEO

Another way to improve your SEO rankings
for local business videos is to using citations.
The volume and authority of your local
business citations are huge factors in how
well you rank in search engines. But what
exactly is a citation? It's your business name,
address and phone number that’ published
throughout the Internet.

However, the more high quality your citations
the better. These are listings that match the
citation you use on your Google local business
page exactly. The more citations you have
that match your business page on Google, the
better it will be for your local search results.

The authority of these citations, on the other
hand, is based on the Web sites they're placed

on. This too holds weight on how well your
rankings will be in Google. This is where
YouTube comes into play. For instance, your
YouTube homepage is a PR9 and the site gets
billions of views monthly, which makes it have
a high authority. So each time you create a
new video for your YouTube channel, make
sure to include your business name, phone
number, address and Web site URL, to the
video descriptions.This will give your citations
the authority it needs to boost your SEO.




CREATE AND OPTIMIZE
YOUR YOUTUBE VIDEOS

Because YouTube is owned by Google, you can
put to use this resource to help increase your
rankings in local search. YouTube videos have
proven to be a valuable way to promote your
brand, thanks to the high amount of searches it
gets, which is around 3 billion searches monthly.
Out of these 3 billion searches, it's likely that
there’s a small percentage in there who is
looking for your business, service or product
locally.

Leveraging your YouTube videos is one of the best
ways to influence your search on YouTube and
increasing your chances of being found on Google.
Combining together the use of metro targeted
keywords, descriptions, thumbnails, playlists and
citations, you should be able to push forward in
your SEO campaign with great results in return.

Just make sure that your videos are useful to the
viewer (not just a blatant self-promotion) and
that you analyze the traffic they're receiving.
Givethesetipsatry and seeifyou can dominate
local search results for your business industry!
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HOW SOGIAL MEDIA IMPACTS
YOUR SEARGH RANKINGS
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Having good search rankings is just as important as getting a
line of customers into your business. We all know that SEO is the
main strategy to achieve good rankings in the search engines,
but it isn't the only way. More and more local businesses are
using social media to leverage their business and are having
great success in doing so. If you aren’t familiar with how social

media can impact your search rankings, read on.






